THEORIES OF WEALTH
were considered to be more conducive to the growth of a strong
exporting nation. Colbert set out to manufacture in France all
the products for which other nations had made themselves
famous. French ambassadors abroad were ordered to seek out
the skilled work-people of each country and send them to France.
There they taught the French people to make the finest tapes-
try, lace, steel, glass, pottery, carpets, ribbons, in short, as far
as possible every commodity which had hitherto been imported.
His control of the factories extended to the minutest detail,
dictating the hours of work, the technical processes to be fol-
lowed, and even the diet and amusements of the work-people.
His efforts, however, to found chartered companies after the
model of the Dutch and English East India Companies was a
failure.   In Holland and England a trade had existed before
the companies were formed, and the State merely gathered the
merchants together and regulated them.   In France, Colbert
was faced with the necessity of raising the capital and creating
the trade.   The credit of the French Government was low
and capitalists were shy of subscribing.   Colbert made forced
levies upon them, persuaded the King and members of the
royal family to subscribe, and began to pay dividends; but all
was in vain. Five or six efforts to float such undertakings failed
within a short period.

Kameralism

The German States had their counterpart to mercantilism
and Colbertism, differing in some respects owing to differences
in the circumstances of the people amongst whom it developed.
In the seventeenth century they were far behind Holland,
France, and England in commercial and industrial develop-
ment. The Thirty Years War, during which, in addition to
religious and civil strife amongst the German people them-
selves, the country suffered invasion from two or three quarters,
left whole areas waste and depopulated. The period of peace
and reconstruction which came in the second half of the century
gave rise to the exhaustive study in true German fashion of the
principles upon which strong and prosperous States are built.